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Questions and Issues that any Comprehensive Political Ideology Must Address

and Consider

Human Nature

1.
2.

Is human nature basically good or severely flawed?
How does human nature affect the political system and politics?

The Origins of the State and Society

1
2
3.
4.
5
6

What is the origin of society?

Why does society develop?

What are the origins of the state?

What is the ethical basis of the state?

What functions does the state perform for society?
Is the state necessary and, if so, why?

Political Obligation

P w N pe

Law

Why do people obey the state and the state’s government?

Should people obey the state and the state’s government?

Is disobedience to the state every justifiable? If so, under what conditions?
Is revolution ever justifiable?

What is the origin, nature and function of law?
What role does law perform in the state?

Freedom and Liberty
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In what way are people free?

What does freedom mean?

Why are people free?

What restrictions on freedom are acceptable or legitimate?
Who should decide what these limits to freedom are?

Equality and Equity

1.
2.

What does equality mean?
Are individuals naturally equal to one another?



3. What are the dimensions of equality?
4. What is equity and is it desirable?
5. How is equity achieved?

Community

1. How are individuals related to the group or the community?
2. Should emphasis be placed on the individual or on the community?

Power
1. Who should have power in the state?
2. What is the relationship of power to politics?
3. Where should power be located in the state?
4. Should any individual or group of individuals be able to control, determine, or direct the

action of others?
5. How can the exercise of power be limited in the state so as to prevent tyranny?

Justice

1. What is justice?
2. lIsjustice individual or social?
3. Who decides the characteristics of justice? Who enforces these characteristics?

The End of Society or Government

1. What should be the goals of government?
2. How are these goals chosen?

Structural Characteristics of Government

1. What is the best form of government? Why?
2. On what basis does one decide what is a good form of government and what is a bad
form of government?

How and Why is Anarchism Relevant Now

Anarchist ideology can provide some useful critical tools for examining and analyzing some
major crises and issues today such as income inequality and political dysfunction, and political
stalemate. Archarism advocates a decentralized, nonhierarchical approach to studding
contemporary issues by advocating for a decentralized power and self-organized institutions
and structures. Rather than just a historical movement, it offers a "habit of mind" for living in a



world of constant change and uncertainty and alienation by focusing on mutual aid, voluntary

association and direct action.

Here is why studying anarchist thought is valuable now:

Critique of Power and Authority: Anarchism offers a comprehensive framework for
guestioning and challenging all forms of coercive authority, not just state machinery,
but also economic, gender, and racial hierarchies. It argues that most social "disorder" is
actually caused by the inequalities created by these very structures. Social problems are
due to system failures whether it be economic systems, social systems, etc.

Relevance to Current Crises: As traditional infrastructures struggle under climate
change, economic collapse, and pandemics, anarchist principles of mutual aid—people
self-organizing to meet their own needs—provide practical, effective alternatives to

government reliance.

"Everyday Anarchism": Contemporary anarchism is often less about grand
revolutionary, utopian schemes and more about what has been termed "prefigurative
politics"—building the new world within the shell of the old through daily, practical
actions (e.g., community gardens, food not bombs, autonomous spaces).

Alternative to Polarized Politics: It offers a third way outside the traditional dichotomy
of state-socialism versus capitalist-liberalism, emphasizing that decentralized, self-

governing communities can better provide resources and opportunities.

Adaptability in a Complex World: Modern anarchism is described as a "living problem"
rather than a closed, dogmatic system, allowing it to integrate new ideas from feminism,
ecology, and technology.

Key Thinkers and Concepts to Explore when Thinking about Politics:

Peter Kropotkin: Known for Mutual Aid, emphasizing cooperation over competition as a

factor in evolution.

David Graeber: Anthropologist whose work, including The Dawn of Everything,
challenges conventional histories of state power.

Murray Bookchin: Developed social ecology and libertarian municipalism, influencing

contemporary movements like Rojava.

Emma Goldman: Advocated for freedom from patriarchal, religious, and state control.



These ideas help in understanding the roots of contemporary social movements and provides
tools for building more equitable, self-managed communities.

The Value of Studying Anarchism Today

Studying anarchist thought offers more than just a history of rebellion and more than an
excursion into the past; it provides a framework for questioning the "inevitable" structures of
modern life, from government to corporate hierarchies.

Here is why Anarchism remains a vital field of study:

1. Challenging the "Status Quo"

Anarchism serves as a radical critique of political legitimacy. It forces you to ask: Why does a
state have the right to rule? By studying writers like Kropotkin or Bakunin, you explore the idea
that social order can exist without coercive government, replacing it with voluntary association
and non-hierarchical cooperation.

2. Practical Solutions for Organization
Anarchist theory isn't just about "no rules"; it’s about self-organization. It offers concrete
historical and modern examples of how humans meet their needs through:
e Mutual Aid: Collaborative networks where communities support each other without
profit motives.

o Direct Democracy: Decision-making where those affected by a choice are the ones who
make it.

e Horizontal Structures: Organizing work or activism without a "boss," which is

increasingly relevant in modern decentralized tech and social movements.

3. Historical Relevance
Anarchism has been a central driver in major global events. Understanding it is essential for a
complete picture of:
¢ The Labor Movement: The 8-hour workday and many union rights were won through
the efforts of anarcho-syndicalists.

e Revolutionary Conflicts: From the Spanish Civil War (CNT-FAI) to resistance against
Stalinism in Ukraine, anarchist groups have offered a distinct alternative to both
capitalism and authoritarian socialism.



4. Expanding Concepts of Freedom

While mainstream politics often focuses on "voting rights," anarchist thought

examines intersectionality—how power and domination function through race, gender, and
economic class. It encourages a lifestyle of "prefigurative politics"—living and acting in the
present as if the future free society already exists.

5. Intersection with Modern Science & Tech
Studying these ideas can reshape your perspective on other fields:
e Anthropology: Researching non-state societies shows that human nature is not
inherently tied to hierarchy.

o Technology: Anarchist principles are often found in the development of open-source

software, decentralized communication, and peer-to-peer systems.

Where to start?

¢ Read Foundations: Look into

The Conquest of Bread

by Peter Kropotkin for a classic take on mutual aid.

o Explore Modern Theory: Check out the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy for a
complete discussion of anarchism. The Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy is also very
useful. Both are available online.

Major Principles of Anarchism

Anarchism is a political philosophy advocating for the abolition of all involuntary,
hierarchical authority—particularly the state and capitalism—in favor of a society based
on voluntary association, self-governance, and mutual aid. Key principles include
individual liberty, anti-authoritarianism, direct democracy, and economic solidarity.

« Rejection of the State & Hierarchy: Anarchists argue that the state is inherently
exploitative, protecting privileged classes through coercion. They reject all forms
of coercive authority and social hierarchy, whether political, economic, or
cultural.

« Voluntary Association & Self-Organization: Society should be organized through
free associations and decentralized groups where individuals voluntarily
cooperate, rather than being ruled by a central power.




o Mutual Aid & Solidarity: Cooperation is favored over competition, advocating for
social organization based on voluntary cooperation for the benefit of all, rather
than forced subjugation.

o Individual Liberty & Autonomy: Anarchism emphasizes the right of individuals to
govern themselves and manage their own lives without state interference.

» Direct Democracy & Action: Decision-making should be handled directly by the
people involved, often through collective action and consensus, rather than
through representatives.

o Economic Freedom & Anti-Capitalism: Anarchism seeks to end the exploitative
nature of the current economic system, favoring, depending on the branch, either
individual control over labor or common ownership of property.

These principles aim to create a stateless, egalitarian society built on freedom, equality,
and fraternity.



